
by the profession, and by the sick, in the light of a boon of inestimable
price. It will not be disputed that some very rare cases occur, wherein
union by the first intention, might, by obstructing the passage of soft cal-
culons material by the wound, expose the patient to a return of the
malady. 1 have seen one case in point, in which a doughy calculus es-
caped with pain and difficulty through the wound on the tenth day, and
again a similar discharge on the fifteenth, after the operation ; correspond-
ing with a similar case described by Sir Astley Cooper in his lectures,
as occurring under the charge of one of the surgeons of Guy's Hospital.
But these cases an; so rare that they cannot be urged as objections to
the practice of healing the bladder as speedily as possible. The mode
of accomplishing this should not be misunderstood. It certainly does
not depend upon the keen edge of a smooth culling instrument ; upon
any direct correspondence between the extent of the wound and the
magnitude of the calculus ; nor upon the small number of times the in-
struments are introduced into the bladder, with a view to extract the
stone, so much as upon a prepared state of the general system to insti-
tute the healthy process öf reparation ; upon a bland, digestible, abstemi-
ous regimen ; upon the position observed during the cure ; and upon
continued attention to the regular and healthy performance of the various
important functions of the body, throughout the whole period of the
confinement. Union by the first intention was effected in eight of the
whole number of cases of lithotomy that have been under my care.
Six of these had but a single calculus each ; one had two of considerable
size, that required unusual efforts to extricate them, and the remaining
case, Parson King, had thirteen. No satisfactory reason can be assigned
why many other cases, which, so Air as the manifest circumstances are
involved, were even more favorable to union by the first intention, have
yet had a different termination.
The varieties of action, morbid as well as healthy, are like the physi-

ognomy of man, infinite in kind and manner of expression.—Transylva-
nia Med. Journal.
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BOYLSTON PRIZE DISSERTATIONS.*
This volume, though purporting to have been published by order of the
Massachusetts Medical Society, is very generally understood to be the
gift of a distinguished professional gentleman of Boston, by whose un-
controlled liberality every physician in the Slate will eventually be fur-
nished with a copy.
For more than a fortnight we have been trying to present our readers
*Library of Practical Medicine, published by order of the Massachusetts Medical Society, for the

use of its Fellows. Vol. vii. Containing Boylston Prize Dissertations for 1836, by Oliver W. Holmes,
M.D.; Robert W. Haxall, M.D.; and Luther V. Bell, M.D. 8vo. p. 288.
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with a digest of the three dissertations which are here embodied ; but
after all, have abandoned the intention, with a view of republishing, from
time to time, the most striking parts of each of them. It will be recol-
lected that the Bovlston Medical Committee appeared to have been in a

quandary about awarding ihe prize, but under circumstances quite out of
the commun course. Three of the writers who contended for the medal,
presented claims nearly equal. But we are sensibly impressed with the
justice of the committee in representing the claims of the unsuccessful
candidates, so strongly, that they not only received a golden testimonial,
but were acknowledged to take nigh rank as profound medical writers.
The first in the series was written by Dr. Luther V. Bell, of Derry, N.

H.who rarely undertakes any literary labor that does not bear the impress
of a powerful mind ; Dr. Robert W. Haxall was author of the second—
both of which, technically, were unsuccessful, but the manner in which
they were noticed by the committee, and the reputation they are daily
gaining for the writers, wherever circulated, is worth more than the dis-
tinction of simply having won the prize in the gift of the University.
Next follows the dissertation by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, of Boston,
occupying ninety-seven pages. Each one is an admirable production,
alike honorable to the author, without derogating from the claims of either.
What other journalists may say, we know not ; if the attempt is made to
show the superiority of one of these papers to the other, the editor will
ultimately find himself involved in extreme perplexity.

Mass. General Hospital.—There were two operations at the hospital
on Saturday, the 12th inst.—one for cancer of lue lip, the other for can-
cer of the tongue. The patient with the cancer of the lip was a young
man 23 years of age. Eighteen months since he noticed a small pustule
on the left side of the lower lip, unattended with pain. This was punc-
tured, and assumed afterwards the indurated state and appearance of a
wart. When exposed to cold in the morning, he occasionally experi-
enced a slight tingling sensation at the seat of disease. Two months
since, he consulted a " cancer doctor," who applied caustic potass ; and
since this application, ulcération has taken place and the disease has in-
creased in extent. At present the ulcerated surface is about an inch in
diameter, having a hardened base, extending some distance into the sub-
stance of the lip. The operation was performed by Dr. Hayward, in the
following manner. Tlie hp being firmly supported on each side, two in-
cisions were made so as to remove a triangular portion of the lip, which
included the disease. The cut edges of the lip were then brought nicely
together with three ligatures, and the wound dressed with sticking plaster
and a bandage.
The second operation was for cancer of the tongue. The patient, a

man 50 years of age, a seaman, first perceived, ten weeks since, an in-
durated spot on the right side of tongue, about half an inch in diameter,
attended with some pain and soreness. This soon assumed a dark color,
ulcerated and discharged a slough ; since then, has frequently had dart-
ing pains in the diseased part, extending up to the ear, and ulcération has
rapidly progressed. Three weks since, an application of creosote was
made to the part by his physician, which reduced the fungous growth to
the level of the surrounding parts, but at the time was attended with
great tumefaction of the organ. The pains have been somewhat relieved
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by the application of the scamonium oint. Disease has gone on rapidly
increasing, particularly the last two or three days. On examination at
present, there is a large ulcération occupying nearly the whole of right
side of tongue—the base of disease is indurated and somewhat inflamed,
A dark offensive discharge takes place from the surface. It may be
worthy of remark that this patient was an inveterate chewer of tobacco.
Dr. Warren performed the operation in the following manner. The

diseased mass being firmly seized by a strong pair of double hooks, was
drawn as far as possible out of (he mouth ; the whole was then removed
by one sweep of the knife. The lingual artery bled freely, but was at
once secured by a ligature. In order to guard against the liability to re-
turn of the disease, the operation was terminated by the application of
the actual cautery to the whole surface of the wound.
On examination of the parts removed in the two preceding operations,

the morbid appearances were those ordinarily presented by cancer when
situated on the mucous surfaces. The base of the diseased masses was
formed by a conglomeration of enlarged mucous glands. Shooting out
from these, in a radiated manner, towards the surface, were numerous
white fibrous bands, terminating in the fungous surface of the cancer.

Library of the Medical Sciences.—Part X. which completes the articles
under A, due at Boston in September, came to hand last Wednesday. It
is very surprising that it takes longer to get a book from Philadelphia,
than to make a voyage to Europe. Vexed as we are with such delay, it
would he extremely unjust to withhold the meed of praise to which this
excellent publication is entitled. It must be sustained. Those who have
been waiting to ascertain its character, can no longer excuse themselves
for not extending their patronage to a national work of great practical
value.

Boylston Medical Society.—This Society held its annual meeting on
Monday evening, Nov. 7th. Dr. Bowditch, the President, delivered the
annual address, the subject of which was, " The Duties and Studies of
the young Medical Man." It was highly interesting, and reflected greatcredit upon its author.
The officers of the Society for the ensuing year, are—H. I. Bowditch,

M.D. President ; J. M. Warren, M.D. Vice President ; B. H. Westr
A.B. Treasurer ; B. B. Appleton, Jr. A.B. Secretary.
To Correspondents.—The communications of Dis. Fish and Jewett, and of

"Crutlen," will appear next week.
Died,—At Norton, Mass. Dr. S:tmne! Moray, a surgeon of the revolution, aged

79.—At Wilmington, Del. Dr. John L. Morris, by suicide.
Whole number of deaths in Boston for (he week ending November 10, 37. Males, 18—females, 19.
Infantile, 4—dysentery, 2—dropsy on ilie brain, 1—old age, :i—typhus fever,4— inllamniaiion how-

els, 3—consumption, 6—otsease of the head, I—smallpox, 1—suflbcatloo, 1—lung fever, 4—decline, 2—bowel complaint, 1—teething, 1—accidental, I.

VACCINE VIRUS.
Phtjicus! in anv part of the United States may hereafter be furnished with pure vaccine virus, by
addressing the editor of i lio Ilusión Médirai and Surgical Journal—incloeivt one dollar. Letters must
be post-paid, or they will not he taken from the Post Ollice. The virus will invariably lie sent by the
first mail, unless some other mode of conveyance is directed. Ten charged quills, an ample quan-
tity for meeting any sudden emergency, ami certainly sufficient lo propágale a supply from, will he.
securely packed in a letter. The gentleman who has undertaken to keep the virus, will faithfully
supply that which is positively genuine and recently taken. It will also bo furnished on application
at the Medical Journal office.
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MEDICAL INSTRUCTION.
The subscribers arc associated for the ]itirpo.se of giving a complete course of medical instruction,
and will receive pupils on Hie following terms:

The pupila will be admitted to the practice of the Massachusetts General Ilospita', and will receive
clinical lectures on the eases they witness there. Instruction, by lectures or examinations, will be
given in the intervals of the public lectures, every week day.
On Midwifery, ami the Diseases of Women and Children; and on Chemistry l)V Dr. Chaining.
On Physiology, Pathology, Therapeutics, and Materia Medica ** Dn. Ware.
On the Principles and Practice of ¡surgery ------__« Dr. Otis.
On Anatomy ----------___« uR. Lewis.

The students are provided with a room in Dr. Lewis's house., where they have access to a large
library. Lights and fuel without any charge. The opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of Anato-
my are not inferior to any in the country.

The (aas are $il)0—to be paid in advance. No credit given, except on sufficient security of some
person in Boston, nor for a longer period than six months.

Applications are to be ¡nade to Dr. Walter Charming, Tremont Street,opposite ihe.Tremont House,
Boston. WALTER CHANN1NG,JOHN WAKE,

Jan 20—Iyep GEORGE W. OTIS, JR.
_W1NSLOW LEWIS, JR.

TO MEDICAL STUDENTS.
II. A. DEWAR, M.D. intends forming a class fur the study of Dentistry, in every branch. The num-
ber will be limited, and each studeht will have an opportunity uf becoming practically acquainted
with all the operations and manipulations requisite. Lr. D. has provided a large and commodious
work-room for their exclusive use. Further particulars may be learned by calling on Dr. Dewar, No.
1 Montgomery Place. tf—Oct. 19

Boston, Oct. 7, lb:iû.

PROLAPSUS UTERI CURED BY EXTERNAL APPLICATION.
DR. A. G. HULL'S UTERO-AliUOMlNAL SUPPORTER is ottered to those alilicted with Prolapsus
Uteri, and other diseases depending upon lelaxation of the abdominal muscles, asan instrument in
every way calculated for relief and permanent restoration to health. When this instrument is care-

fully and properly fitted to the form oflhe patient, it invariably affords the most immediate immunity
from the distressing" dragging ami bearing down " sensations which accompany nearly all visceral dis-
placements of the abdomen, ami iis skilful application is always followed by an earh confession of
radical relief from the pattern herself, 'i lie Supporter is of simple construction] anil cafi '"* applied by
the patient without further aid. Wiiliiu the last two years 700 of the Uiero,.Abdominal Supporters
have been applied with the most happy results.

The very great success which this instrument has met, warrants the assertion, that its examination
by the Physician will induce him to discard the disgusting pessary hitherto in use. It is gratifying to
state, that it has met the decided approbation of every member of the Medical Faculty who has ap-
plied it, as well as every patient who has worn it.

The Subscribers having been appointed agents for the sale of the above instruments, all orders ad-
dressed to them will be promptly attended to.

Lowe fit Rued, Boston ; David Kimi'all, Portsmouth, N. H. ; Joshua Durgin, Portland, Me. j
Joseph Balch, Jr. Providence, R. 1.

 

Elisha Edwards, Springfield, Mass. ; N. S. Worden,
Bridgeport, Conn.

¡
Oct. 5—Urn

TO MEDICAL STUDENTS.
The undersigned are associated for the purpose of instructing in all the branches of Medicine and
Surgery. A suitable room will be provided, and pupils will have the Use of an extensive medical
library, opportunities for seeing the practice of one of the districts of ttie Dispensary and of the Eye
anil Bar Infirmary, and of attending a course ol lectures on the diseases of the eye.

A regular course of recitations and examinations will include all the required professional works.
Anatomical instruction and private dissection will form a prominent part in the slndy of the pupils.
For further information, apply to either of the subscribers. JOILN JEFFRIES, M.D.

lï. W. HOOPER, M.D.
Franklin Street, JVov. 9, 1636. NIG—tf JOHN H. DIX, M.D.

MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE.
THE Medical Lectures atBowooiN College will commence on Monday, the 20th day of February,
1837.

i Anatomy and Suraery, by Jedidiah Conn, M.D.
Theory and Practice of Physic, by Hcnrv H. Childs, M.D.
Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence,by Jambs M'Keen, M.D.
Chemistry and Materia Medica, by Parker Cleaveland. M.D.

The Anatomical Cabinet and the Library aresannually increasing.Every person becoming a«ember of this Institution, is required previously to present satisfactory
evidence of possessing a good moral character.

The amount of leas for the Lectures Is gär). The Lectures continue three months.
Degrees are conferred at the close of the Lecture Term in May, and at the following Commence-

ment of the,College in September. P. Cleaveeand, Secretary.
Brunswick, Oct. 1Ö36. 5t—Nov. 23.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by
D. CL VPP, .III- at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications
must In; addressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly
numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price §3,00 a
year in advance. §3.50 after three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Agents allowed
every seventh copy gratis.—Order from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance, or
satisfactory reference.—Postage the same a« for a newsoane»-.
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